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Our Christmas Role  

Rev. Arthur Ritter, Moderator 
 

 

Recent Calls & 
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Executive Director  
Listening Tour 
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Congregationalist 
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NACCC Leadership 
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When I was growing up in Stanton, Michigan, I was involved in every Sunday School 
Christmas program.  For whatever reason I was always cast in the same role.  I recall 
complaining that I had to be a “stupid” wise man.  Matthew’s account of Jesus’ birth 
describes the wise men as important visitors to the newborn Son of God.  They 
traveled from afar, trusting in the guiding light of a star.  They brought gifts to honor 
the babe, acknowledging the importance of this gift from God.  And they went home 
changed, using a different road.  
 
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus this Christmas, I pray we might trust the 
light of God revealed.  May we bring our gifts to honor him in our words and deeds. 
May we be changed by our encounter with him, living our lives differently because of 
what we have experienced. 
 
I thank all of you for your support of the NACCC.  Merry Christmas to you! 

  

HOPE * PEACE * JOY * LOVE 

Jodee Lord, Vice-Moderator, Chair, Board of Directors  
 

 



  

 

Advent has always been a very special time for me. It’s a time of reflecting and 
preparing. We reflect on what the true meaning is and prepare our hearts and home 
for Christ birth. I especially enjoy the prayers spoken and the special hymns sung 
during the lighting of each advent candle. 
 
This year the four purple candles and the white Christ candle are speaking to me with 
a different message. I’m reflecting on the world we live in. I find myself looking more 
now than ever for Hope, Peace, Joy and Love, asking when wars will end, and people 
live in peace and share joy and spread love to all. I pray today that in this Advent 
season we will remember the true meaning of Christ's birth. 
 
Wishing you a very Blessed Christmas! 

 

 

Faith of Our Fathers Living Still 

Bob Smith, Vice President, Congregational Foundation 
 

 



The season of Advent is a time to enjoy rich traditions, 
and commit ourselves to use those gifts to forge a 
future of generosity and gratitude. I have just visited 
Leiden in the Netherlands, the last home of our Pilgrim 
forbearers before their voyage to the North American 
shores. By seeing how they lived, and what they read, I 
gained a deeper appreciation of their faith and 
dreams.  
  

The National Association helps keep their faith and 
dreams alive in our rapidly changing world. In the 
season of Advent, please remember your local church, 
the National Association of Congregational Christian 
Churches and the Congregational Foundation as 
together we build on that faith and those dreams to 
forge, a vibrant and faith-filled future.  

 

  

 

Listening Tour 

Rev. Dr. Ashley Cleere, Executive Director 
 

 

November included visits to La Mesa, 
California, in conjunction with the Cal West 
regional meeting, and to Royal Oak, Michigan 
on the day the congregation installed a new 
pastor – two occasions that embodied the 
voluntary fellowship that characterizes the 
Congregational Way. Read more about these 
recent visits on our website.  

 

  

 

Upcoming Webinar 
 

 

 

Join us for a webinar on January 4, 2024, at 2pm (CDT): "Child 
Safety - Abuse Prevention": The church must develop means 
beyond background checks to protect children. We will discuss 
policies to prevent the possibility of groomers gaining access to 
children in the church. There is no cost to attend. For more 
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information and to RSVP click on the button. This webinar is 
organized by the NACCC Director of Programs, Rev. Gerry Brannon 
Krupp.  

 

 

   

 

 

Our Contact Information 
National Association of Congregational Christian Churches 
8473 S. Howell Ave 
PO Box 288 
Oak Creek, WI 53154 
(414) 764-1620 
http://www.naccc.org 
 
Unsubscribe | Manage email preferences 

 

     

 

 

 

  

 
 

REGISTER  

Print this Newsletter  

mailto:gkrupp@n?cc:.org
mailto:gkrupp@n?cc:.org
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=u26834685.ct.sendgrid.net&t=h.eJxtkNlum0AUhl8l8nVZhsVApKrBG66XYMDGNjfRMAwwYZix2ey46rsXKqVqpUpHRzrb9_86P0ZtRUfPT6O8aS71syS1ythUtbGpi6gRa8ySrCKJyHAj0VpClKDiW3thX5EqKAvoTiOrPW4fVSnD1Lp7vne4Xxp6EpRJhPu00Lo-x9Y0Um7u5ezwYjq-9oeuv7-lQZs8bgNlUb-BN_tUUJ6uKfRCkoXVbr69hMt5pyyNcAZyBq-vARm2-9jTBf4407w2d8fVool8mcSqZha2HavcPOhgu26OHzz_fg12uyyM_OREQu54q60eBdHG3Rdb2B4uPYkdlRl1ilcPc2s5JXW5up2uzsTcmFAPeuce6UIcva-nsqV47-egXdHewwQ9uNbZNqCWVpXAt2u0cTc4I-vlPQ7S0txzN_N7_K1jNqZrz5mTzrEFddbH6MvTqBgeXhe8bQQGG8IZpAKsa47I70rgqYA4yyqcfU5RXpG6IZAJSIIlQpDSFwYRQiKvMikBRoKMFCBT1RFIdRmDFCtyDAwsGwgACRgyUExLA7I41gcHeHDwqf2XNE__Ff6ji_K2QjmuX0pIaAmZGFPOS1xBlglDS0S8HMDJAP7f7OcvK_7OWA.MEYCIQDqL1ljFX-zGW2Mw6OU1OGyl6mexom2TjGxXMWA4sxMMAIhAMJjHh8Eajke51ctHH9CbO5J3WjUprukG-76tLDjBKD_
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=u26834685.ct.sendgrid.net&t=h.eJxtkeuLm0AUxf-VJZ_rY3xEd6F081CTzfpINtFkv5RxHHV0dHTUTWLp_96ksKWFwoXLPQfO78D9MRk4nTw9TPK-b7onSRqUqalqU1MXUS92uE4yThKxxr1EOwlRgspvQ1N_rWA7RSf7GGvaPkrHaYF23iYtoj5R5uuc4KsbWy6NPgTF9s8W44ZzzKjnzTUNBBx4XA-HbA27rDDKto3ZVe-nWWiGcLsN5qdRzxePyDl7WefUdeELyryZEQfo08G39i-qFbuuVa-HxSn_PjuWlKUbCrchyUIeWG4TrqwPZWWES5DXsPXeyPnW4jZ7auPrieadGUQvdv--k0msamY5cxKTNwfLPa6XriVn_OqTER38ncu23WwIrIoF9sp2guJivb1fdreo9pwsb-syvs6VzH87OCFtSuwukksEdy72FsQc2yJguLVUdYN5Citts5qDbbzw7UCPDqvHd7sdWtsoObmJPB37c1MUG33fRh2UeTOq5msyE9TlbSZfHibl_UldyYZeqGFPWA2pALuOIfL7ElgqIFZnHGefLso56XoCawFJsEIIUvpcQ4SQyHgmJcBIkJECZKo6AqkuY5BiRY6BgWUDASABQwaK-agBWZzq9wb43uCT_Reapf-C_3BRPnCU4-65goRWsBZjyliFOawz4S6JiFX34OQe_D_v5y9kaOKA.MEUCIHV51VBKHVEmeKSDxKnCDmjyi6_szJ52I5Lf2qKwHRjXAiEA9JUujeZPGEWIY3oL6Rj-UO8Otfjy79UzA0ARrtPWcMA
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=u26834685.ct.sendgrid.net&t=h.eJxtkVtvm0AQRv9K5OdyWcwtkaoGB3yJY0xcG2O_VMuwLGuWxYYljh31vxdXStVKleZl5pPO-aT5GHQNHzzcDQopj-2DpnWG7Q5N27VUkGpLREYblqmCSI23GnAG5bfuKL5W-GTDbpykprne5lf7AKtwnh-2MjNGs4KRyyINFnz7phjj5TmoG2eSUB6GI9NEUYPCxoo7OsMtPTjl6ZTWF0vaNHZj_PoajXZXq3i6h8k5pO1EiMNSMUZHj02QZXfLYP08DNLFIhCzl3ha_fCSktf5nOPXmNG4iYLFMZ4Gb8bUiX1UCHwKv7Nz36KfNR-Ty44XrRttn8dyv9JZOjTd0rs-MVs68cXrRcLObLE_Gft96ScvmwB3uSOd9-T-WnbUsvTDwn6yetjL3C6iGfVlJs4tSoNdLmfeboiYuQ59bOjbMrIikvhlMe1Wk8NqDp1nr49ELv2iOvnzsGekLvTGbJxAWWZnKKrCuAAded7mPSNvG39DCJFnZej3M_hyNyhvj2rLupOKwJLVAnMFt20N7Pem1LkCtaANoZ8pFA1rJcNCAQ1XAJjzR4EBQK0bqmXIycDJEbhDC1Bu6QTlxNBT5BDdAYQ05OjIcO9NpKu2dWtAbg0-3X-p6_xf8R8vFF0DBWkfK8x4hYWa8rquSIMFVW4nFerqBs5u4P9lP38BdcDiNQ.MEQCIHlcj1gm1xdkqCbleqeLtydegZ3XCMdjzcPOqFc3sV1eAiBmbDZmi0EnbJ3HyOtFIqWcOW3DBxrPPPA7e-_Ngg_Xlw
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=u26834685.ct.sendgrid.net&t=h.eJxtUdmO2kAQ_JUVz_GND1aKslgwHMthsMGGl2gYz4wHj2eMjz1Y5d9jR9kokSLVQ3dXq6pa_TFoKz54fBhkTVPWj5rWmo5nDR3PVlGj1liktGKpKnCj8VpDnKH8W1uKrwW8OegEkstwGMXk7lzRfvOMc7NUTP9tOt8WQdJ0ZZ7DJQ1Amp6RTw7rt3TtydnFmYwFsVcZ9QsaZNHWstkRN7uIkIM-VqxJh016nn8fJzmX5JnD3ZHRYxVM1-VxPn0x5-5xYmQC3jYhe1VM0CHiAL-feFZ7QbwEzXmvs4s19PKxuzutwm4hXUTWpktUBdjyZyL1M0-nMFkN40X5CsPRTXZLt2LOcPge3adteW3JOUteTB9MEiz3B7kHNfG5FW7jZOKNzMsiYNHi2C7pajaWyZwAfgo2gcAojjMJrE7uBK5BfHeofrWfuzacwTsAszug5moan0pzItzf5w6-PAzy_g11LttGEbBhUkCuwLqWiP3qFEkUJAWtMP1kUVaxumFQKEiDBUKQ8ycBEUKqrKiWGm6KXGIgz7KRQWwdGwSb-sVwse4iw9AMVzdMbzQ0dNWx-wS4T_Dp_Ze1JP8a__FFWVuhDNdPBWS8gEK9cCkLXEFBlX6kIln0wmkv_D_ux08y39Sz.MEQCIG-UmtTFC5-YET3rlED24NBoZca84s044I7VAZFRF8tKAiBUtvr_nz8jj-dngP3967o3EScXYDdCkwngFGpzFAuFsw
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=u26834685.ct.sendgrid.net&t=h.eJxtkVuPmzAQhf9KledyJ0BWqrohhGwJyeZCCOSlMuaOscGYJGzV_16y6latVMkP4zOe852Rf0x6iiZPnyY5Y033JAi9rBmKqhlTHjK-S3Cc0SLmccIE1AkQFbD62jf4Sw1aDYZ2EKmqd07ftBIetuvAnG0H_2Tn85AtTRPcnVWuE-btWjrf-lV_dgepugMS0ixDURftTu5xpd1eh03T0PYtG2ZFaqzoReVkm5PNZIBLghRn31hpCFi5UGZ76ARJC7XC8KI3j9nl9V5qx_3rvW_HAS0E6gD3nGKN58o51-_zoEIkXSOw94vMp7vlpvFfllf5RfctKceg3R6L2zvN9pCdDCHKO2N3dmx2OYhFpKhGNS_AqQTJzfPj8ZWJmXXVD86ytR1VfYnqGJFwcUwy5Qgvg75ZXNzZa2Bo69EJuCfVxLp7b75ZtozKMeHC7qVNa4dGL04HKi3odhRvTu9EDT0MmVvtmDVdRfjuXgZ3HVCN0dlIDUSrsuBYHBrTPnd57inlfpzM1-yA1N8LTz5_mlSPr-wq0jMOA1YQDBAHuo7A4v3GkZSDBGc0yT66MKdFxwqAOSiAGkKA0DMGEEKe0EyIJT2GeipBQ5lCKZ2KiZQmshhJeiLqUJIESRcl2Zipkshr00eC5JHgg_0XmqT_gv9wYd5TmCfdcw0KVAPMR4iQOqEAZ9xD4iGpH8bxw_h_vZ-_AOxC7ac.MEQCICWuG0irw9Ukb30yRdC_uCxi-2dPhaQbRi6H6y_0C18JAiBzEgXim8XOQtgik7cNhGgLhJDwGIl96cJTbn6Ab9rr6w
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=u26834685.ct.sendgrid.net&t=h.eJxtUGtvm0AQ_CuRP5fHAQYcqWpwbEyC37Gx8ZfqfNzBheMO83So-t8LlVK1UqXRSruzmpndH6O6YKPHh1FSVXn5qCi1Ztq6YdpjGVVyiXkUFzSSOa4UViqIUZR-q3P-NYM3E4Xu-WoYhxPpzHe0X_th7R-WL3Pwepa0aY9J6oluVSCah6vcnXokCEun1Re6fVq6x-dy5pHvzjllgvgM7gIaB8V2vsoDb95onhXMQMLhbf1GW0lzexyYiz9ClpT29vTqVpe9Sq-6YafO-i4O6XqcsEsTVR0jTTUxLk4fYHM63nfVRxou4ljvFYTeCRzQ98Zne5_Zq1OSEfdWR1Pv5aiDUrU6994Vw2brLTdbcz2DzRF2puOA5flZ93qCHWFfyTnATQYpM6e8nfpvTb7Y7Met4WMH0fnOeEnyC1a3Jjd8FbWSPusx-vIwSodXl6moK4nDigoOmQTLUiD6u5MEkZDgcYHjTxYlBS0rCrmEFJghBBl74hAhJIsiViJgRcgiANn6GAEyVjEgWFOvwMKqhQBQgKUCzZ4YQJXN8ZAADwk-vf-yFuRf4z--KKkLlODyaTg3g1y-MiEyXEAeS8NIRiIbhKNB-H_cz1-XKszY.MEQCIG6MO2ESFCDAVaK-dbIFejqUEFdSE1H_4THG4eE7wE_rAiA1Xd3oTI58N15lE3MQBEeNim1fbCvEUFLFOKPaEXLTkg
mailto:naccc@naccc.org
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=www.naccc.org&t=h.eJxtjutKAzEQhV-l5Le5VdfUgtg3kclkshuaS0myLiK-u6RQL-DPmXM43_fB1hrZcceW3i_tKOW2bSIDIopSZ0lvlHuTG9mQoXJcQnS8gaf-zsGujfilXjuhZPliY3qF4J4Vu9ux81ht57J2nmHkEDm0VjBcL148x5LnSvMtxaWG1gNkjhISIsR4-lFx2jg0XuPhfkLtJ0Xa015ZbUgZ1Fpqo_T-8PSglXichgENgxv7F7r4v-BvLi5rxYXaKUGICbKwsZREFfLMx0tgSWPYjeH_ss8vL0t1Gg.MEYCIQCoY-qFDVW8Tf-GCXOtx2H-t3sFP8bn8LUxOco7_PDO3wIhAIyt8fnPMn2B2AVfh6gQmtfYb7QRF4qb8nlMmi1ovpx1
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=u26834685.ct.sendgrid.net&t=h.eJxtUdmOm0AQ_JWVn8MxYAxeKcr6gPWFL2wwfonGzWmGGRsGgzfKvwcibZRIkfqlurqr-vjRqwrSe33pJZzfyldJqpSBofYHhiYCF8uQBnGRBiINuURKCUgK2bfqRr_m-D4A3zpd-v2DF30MrrBfL73NY3Z1hvpwcm-Sx7YRFKu5xpfFwSfOzTn5mveoZisDW8HcznW4K563gnfLnA7MQuX5vuEuDkLiu_XG5CAoY-fQSqyrXK6PNEFxC6pc99-XsW_sdfnZKPhYc_g-OmWERUuCd24au8XWtG_uzHwoM92dooTi-9pJ67a5jQOxwqdPktLYeguLn_dyelH7RjaSvVLlyI4m9eaMi4B5bfFYS7c0fMZasCOjo7MAdWfPsqhwA1A42GvTUtz5Ajepn-Hl5hCzbDV2D8v92QakJbtoppib7ardw8v2flK70yNs8t1CXRrlUz5V8-p2DbbPxnWsy8hWP4r63p0sMclkfUcr3jbyQNWzxh0J6rSN3peXXtY9q8xYxQWKecooJgIuSwbpbySwSABG4yKMP1lIirTkKaYCSDgHwIS8UQwAIitiKUB6AHqEwFA1QJEmhygKFfmC9FDWASEJ6TJSjGEfyeJA6yYIuwk-vf-yZtG_xn98IakKSMLyLccpyTEVL4SxPCwwjYUuJQLLO-GgE_4f9_MX49Xj5w.MEYCIQC1rJRe3BMObw2ES3zu1ZrjTHXDf_EhkkFHOi_5Wl3d0AIhALkjo1A2t9J6_rTbPCeK23BpeZI-tXzZDe_3fNloP5RO
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=bloomerang-bee.s3.amazonaws.com&t=h.eJydkNtqwzAMQH-lBPY239K16Qpjhb7vF4wiO4lXX4rttLuwf589ttLBnoaQhCSkI-m9maNttotmyvmYtoz1NgSnI_iR9FrTtKTg4C14OCeKwTHjYNSJoYVjDl7ia3pZ47M6gXVyTvKsU5atjCrJS58sfdJDNiWykFJA8xWEAYMfox6_SzhFk7IBj9MccSqUfXDupuX74H1xT-FUrChaZEmPanjsCxWMeuDN7aI51DvSIcyZ_NDIFY6EgfwGkguRIAOHCNbuPCAiDXFkSnQKu0HgZrlCMay4FoNueS86zTsUgomOi3Zzfyc4Xa_qBrpu8J9Ldw6MdeDp1ftrqr68DlZ18F-1j08EBZ-o.MEUCIQCeIfF5M4URwrf12l6rJJKkkRj_HzeKtf8bHQ1E3KZo9QIgO97cNad3hJ3k-S0KYSPTwmjEt47IqoZNQr_EOILqvwE
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=u26834685.ct.sendgrid.net&t=h.eJxtUmuvmkAQ_SuNn4uygLLepOkVARFEBRWUL82y7ALyWC8Pr9j0vxea3qZNmkyyM3N2zjk72e-jtspHL59GSdPc6pfJpBVmUJRmcDrGzbgmZRRXaTQuSTPJ6wnOU5x9bW_llwK9zfBFP4eSdPTpc3bF7tY6yFEdF6KKs1uw4x_EXZlSywm6p5Yrz-wTaHtJf7A2Ab62hbDCFicondf3-kTniewomX_DZsM_HSNedZ232POPcA3i_t6O8eCu5qetQVTR1-QmqW0HRfByhaAbxo2TrT0r_XG8lfueU9EkAbbnp7-_FIO6szguokzanU4pe167Sx4omdIBH0dHVBDxZqiZEs_fqb-t5_L7-4beirQzr1DvZ9cyUTopP81ppG-Qabt3ZS0xEe2s4PAAyHXNC96sr2nuV0RYq4eT-di6hyWBsuVwotoHWq7Ub4tzljNq5cjx0tir9pp98wztLhiyp4KkRG_bQ_rey_VxzHXSe0xquPdNvQlcPg1FCWaL7E7MugoUaoI6Fgtku0vPZ959tXkKZzEcFt5pbqhcOpE5F3gOFBvr1NOaci_VsEcLa7peo34_gVuGmDZ8aJ3PJb4s7R1fnVxDgqz1fIE69OoexDxz6gVvTakZuMZDksT1NW53ZD9_9gy6FdAuCecrXhaXD_ywfz929PnTKBu-VZ2xtuFK1KSsRDmH6prh9FfFMcphVsYViT9QnFRp3aSo5PAEFRijPH8tEcZ4zKp4EgE5wjIFGIpTDOiUJ4ASgQ-BTHgZAzABMg8EOJcAP55NBwdkcPCh_Zc0o_8K_9HFSVvhhNSvBUrzApXjMGesIBUqY25ojTErBuJoIP4f9uMnpFcXJw.MEUCIQC1oz5uNK-Aq3RW8EwdRmEd-vuwP6s6ZWkkD6MB-B_MHQIgOXFRUF65tJY59fyJ6FIuL3dba8ueOrxd6bKOM_nViFA
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=www.naccc.org&t=h.eJxtjt1KAzEQhV-l5Nr8THVNLYh9E5mdTXZDk4wkWfai9N1thEoFL2e-w_nORawliuNOLK191aPW27apjESkuMx64ozN6Y8xpk8M07sRTztx7vl65rXJGw23SJRYK1P4uSR7SZzn4uY7paWE2gJmSRoTEcZ4epCAnch6oMPzQOAH48C7vRnBOmMJQIM1sD-8vYBRr0Nf4PqCu_tBzf6v-NdLy1pocfWUMMSEWY2RObmCeZb9pYhTL5568X_s-g0aF2ZL.MEUCIEj5Pv2eoGIagZ2CWeyh6uqhGmDJBO_C_Wv2fg5yzdmBAiEAvRklbblp2f1YH2DMYkfUxLo_OdRY00B-OG5p7GGvUZo
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=u26834685.ct.sendgrid.net&t=h.eJxtkVlv2zAQhP9K4efqoG4HKBpfsp04iWwrsuOXglpdtChSJmk7SdH_XqloihYosC87s5hvCH4fnAUd3HwaVEq18sYwzpYX2I4XuDooXeYsKwXJdJYrg0oDKIH667llXxp88uAl3KeOE--Kd-8Im8f7BJtto1khxfC6wuNoEk3cbLKmL8GcZwcyX64xzSjbXUbeJmIPVXe6tu6S5aaIlTV0Q3nZLUrNnnbTxqH3bbSvKS_uKV4npExENHtok8XsYi38ZIoqhk-PW3LtQrqJaZi_vdBKBtHuLlSHjUlS2wnqkT9SECZ4nyhxRPHb6KncvQ6rw2v6HqbF1BnOqSmcq2iPokgnx-vBO0zU9lnyVbmIwiOcWvdEaAcgq7cxMRtb-pdYs8bNnqnSHs6WW6s3RVdj_HSdRemzw6fQSYucjTvN9kvp45WTLWemZPmjzScLMbdjQet6tcXBHv1-8ODzp0Hdf4Ss-VlpDCvCGaYalpID-bVpvNCAs1Lk5YcLlSBSEcw0MHADgCm9ZRgAdC5KI0N-Bn6BILBdQIVr5qjILTNFfm76gJCBfBNZwdBBpu65fYO8b_DB_gvNi3_Bf7hQnQVUubxtMKENZnpKOW9ygVmp9ZIOvOmDsz74f96Pn-uk1gs.MEYCIQCHfwLuU5a8V1gX_PrJbrw10jYnDvpHUvS6uk1dTLr-zQIhANQ6W2S9DjUnqw4P1sSGJ2OMHn490xRRikl3sq0NW40X

